
How your support brings new life

“Behold, I am making all things new.”

— Revelation 21:5
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“I have come that 
they may have 
life, and that they 
may have it more 
abundantly.”

— John 10:10

Jesus said He came to earth so that we might “have life, and have it 
more abundantly.” He also said that the two greatest commandments 
are to love God and to “love your neighbor as yourself.”

Through your faithful support of the Kokomo Rescue Mission, you 
are showing your love for your hurting, broken neighbors, right when they 
need it most. You are reaching out your hand to them, and helping them 
find healing, restoration and abundant life through the grace and power of 
Jesus Christ!

In the next few pages, you’ll read about some of the ways you’re 
carrying out Christ’s command to “love your neighbor” by giving to the 
Mission as generously as you do. 

I hope you’ll feel blessed as you read about how you’ve blessed others 
… and that you’ll be inspired to give another gift today to help bring a 
fresh start and abundant life to struggling neighbors who are looking to 
the Mission, and to you, for help.

Thank you, and God bless you.

Van C. Taylor
Executive Director

Pandemic = Community. Here’s How 

As it was for everyone else, 
  2020 was a challenging 
    year for Kokomo 

Rescue Mission. We made the 
necessary adjustments and 
implemented CDC protocols, and 
our commitment to struggling 
neighbors never diminished.

Because of those protocols, 
some of our homeless folks stayed 
away, resisting temperature checks 
and our mandates about masks 
and social distancing.

But then an unexpected 
benefit emerged: Community. 
Since our residents were isolating 
indoors at the Mission most of 
the time, they got to know each 
other better. There was a feeling 
of “We’re all in this together.” The 
bonding, the sense of caring for 
one another — those things have 
never been stronger.

And because people had 
more time on their hands, 
guests focused more intently 
on our programs and classes. A 
record number received ServSafe 
certifications, equipping them 
for restaurant jobs. More people 
completed our recovery program 
and other self-improvement 
initiatives.

There was another 
unexpected “perk”: The pandemic 
left everyone feeling like things 
were beyond our control… 
because they were beyond our 
control. Few people had that 
feeling of invincibility, of “I can 
take care of myself.” Everybody left 
that at the door. We had to figure 
out who we were going to rely on 
for our help and our comfort. So 
the pandemic strengthened the 
faith of a lot of people — because 
faith is all we had!

Thank you for your faithful 
support through it all!

COVID RESPONSE

An unexpected benefit emerged from 
the pandemic: Community. Since 
residents had to stay inside most of the 
time, they spent more time and bonded 
more closely. There was a feeling of 
“We’re all in this together.” 
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RECOVERYRECOVERY

New Life for the Broken

Jesus promises new life for 
those who come to Him. 
And thanks to your support, 

Kokomo Rescue Mission offers that 
new life to everyone who comes 
through our doors.

People who are struggling 
with substance abuse and 
addictions often have underlying 
issues that have left them broken 
and feeling hopeless.

Those kinds of folks come 
to the Mission all the time 

looking to be made whole 
again — physically, emotionally, 
spiritually — particularly in our 
recovery program. Those suffering 
from addiction are renewed, 
transformed and made new — 
thanks to your support. Our 
recovery program includes:

Goal setting, accountability 
 and support

Spiritual development and  
 inner healing

Health and wellness for the  
 whole person

Job readiness and placement

Aftercare, so grads can stay 
 addiction-free

Each person in recovery has 
a case manager who gives support 
and inspiration, all wrapped in 
God’s love. 

Our recovery program works. 
Broken people are made whole 
again . . . and stay that way.

Thank you for helping to 
make that possible!

“They Make Sure I’m OK”

Kaitlyn’s childhood didn’t set 
her up very well for future 
success, but thanks to 

Kokomo Rescue Mission and your 
compassionate support, she has 
turned her life around.

Kaitlyn was just 7 when her 
father died. When her mother 
started dating a new boyfriend, 
they both got into drugs — both 
using and selling. By the time she 
was a teenager, Kaitlyn had picked 
up the same habits. She ended up 
moving into an apartment with 
her own boyfriend, who was also a 
drug user. Worse, he was abusive.

Kaitlyn eventually got out 
of that relationship, but kept 
drinking and doing drugs. She 
spent five months in jail in 2019 
for selling drugs. 

Upon her release, she sought a 
fresh start at the Mission — in the 
Open Arms program for women. 
Kaitlyn says the experience has 
been life-changing.

“I’ve never been able to be 
on my own without making bad 
choices,” says Kaitlyn, now 22. 
“This is the first time in my life 
that I’ve ever known that I was 
going to be okay.

“The Mission has helped a lot. 
They make sure we’re not going 
down the wrong path. They make 
sure I’m OK. This is a good place 
to be.”

That’s what happens when 
you give to Kokomo Rescue 
Mission. Women like Kaitlyn — 
lost souls, living in fear — find 
security and new life. Thank 
you for your compassion for 
neighbors in need!

Thanks to friends like you, people 
who finish our recovery program  
have new life and reason to smile. 

Kaitlyn escaped an abusive 
relationship and kicked her drug 
habit at the Mission.
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“I Can’t Imagine a Better Place”

With college degrees 
in journalism and 
pharmaceuticals, it 

seemed like Amy had it made. She 
worked as a pharmacy technician, 
then as medical editor. But in 
her 30s, she began to struggle 
with anxiety and depression, 
continually getting worse. 

She couldn’t hold a steady 
job. Her thinking grew more 
“disorganized.” Unable to keep 
up with her rent, she ended up 
homeless. Eventually, she was 
hospitalized, diagnosed and 
treated with medications to help 
her depression.

Amy decided to try 
rebuilding her life at Kokomo 
Rescue Mission. Our Open Arms 
ministry provided her with 
safety and is helping her get the 
psychiatric and physical help she 
needs. She also works part time 
at the Mission’s Care & Share 
thrift store, giving her some 
independence.

“Open Arms has been life-
changing,” Amy says. “I can’t 
imagine a better place for me to 
be. They treat me with respect and 
dignity. Someday, I hope I can be 
independent again. But for now, 
I feel like I have a place to belong 

and a purpose, and I’m even 
growing in my faith. People who 
donate here are amazing. It’s such 
a good thing!”

Many people who struggle 
with mental illness — like Amy 
— are highly intelligent, but 
they face many stigmas. Thanks 
to the support of friends like 
you, the Mission welcomes these 
neighbors with open arms.

At the End of His Rope

The rope was in place, and 
Jason was ready to end it 
all. He had been depressed 

for months. After 28 years of 
marriage, his wife had filed for 
divorce. Jason had recently been 
in an altercation with someone 
and had to go to jail. While there, 
his wife got rid of everything he 
owned. Then came the divorce 
papers. Jason was stunned.

Jason was released on 
Valentine’s Day — the same day 
the divorce went into effect. All he 

had were the clothes on his back. 
Devastated, he didn’t know how 
to start over from scratch, and 
he tried to think of some reason 
NOT to kill himself.

As he stood there with the 

rope, for some reason he started 
praying. Jason hadn’t prayed in 
years, but suddenly remembered 
hearing about Kokomo Rescue 
Mission while he’d been in jail.  
He decided to give it a try.

“All I can say is, the Mission 
changed my life,” he says. “They 
helped me get back on my feet. 
They provided me with clothing, 
food and shelter. They put me to 
work in the kitchen. But mostly, 
they gave me something new to 
live for again.

“I could have been dead. 
Instead, my faith grew, I got 
baptized and I’m alive in Christ.”

Thank you for renewing 
Jason’s hope, giving him a second 
chance and for saving his life!

Thanks to the compassion of friends 
like you, Jason found the help, hope 
and healing he needed at Kokomo 
Rescue Mission.

MEN WOMEN

When a mental health breakdown 
left her homeless, Amy found rescue 
and new life at the Mission. She’s 
grateful for your support! 

“The Mission gave 
me something new 
to live for again.”

— Jason
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Your Gift Can Make Someone Whole

We’re all broken people in need of repair. We all rely on 
others for the help, encouragement and support we need 
to make it through life.

You make life better for struggling people in our community 
through your generous support of Kokomo Rescue Mission. As you’ve 
seen in this report, you’re doing that through your provision of food 
and shelter, plus your support of life-changing programs for men, 
women, families and for folks in recovery.

Imagine being down on your luck, finding yourself at rock 
bottom, and then someone reaches out with a helping hand and says, 
“Would you like a chance at a new life?” That’s what your gift does.

Renew your leadership role at the Mission to help make people 
whole again. Any gift you give doubles in impact to do twice as much 
good. Please give today!

Thank you!

321 W Mulberry Street  •  Kokomo, IN 46901
765.456.3838 • kokomorescuemission.org  

“I am sure of this, that he who began a good 
work in you will bring it to completion 

at the day of Jesus Christ.”

— Philippians 1:6


